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THE REPUDIATION VETO,

The abuse of Prerogative (as it really is, and |

such prerogative as the Kings of more than one
European monarchy dare no longer exercise) in the
resort 1o the Vo power by the Executive of the
United States, lLI‘l wh too frequent, and is, in its
latest use, 100 intolerably bad, for us to pass over
without a minuter examination than we could at
the instant give it, the President’'s Message of ':h“
8th of this month, returning to the Senate the Bill,
which had passed both Houses of Congress, pro-
viding for the claims of our cilizens who suffered
by French spoliations prior 1 the year 1800, and
offering the official « reasons™ for negativing this
long-delayed act of justice.’

In this Message the President ‘assigns, in obe-
dience 1o the constitutional phrases, his * reasons™
against the Bill and his “ objections ll:: its becoming
a law.”” Now, are reaSons and objections, such as
those are, & compliance with the purpose of the
Constitution, or are they only reasons in name, for
what is in point of fact an arbitrary, naked, eruel,
and unjust exertion of mere sovereign will? And,
in place of such, might not the President have, just
a¢ decently as 1o the laws, more respectably as to
his own reputation for skill to color a bad act, spoke
oul in the old words, and said, for his sole reason,
“Stat pro ratione voluntas ?"

For his first reason, his leading objection, and, as
if to conviet himself of having no legitimate grounds
for what he is doing, the President is at pains to
state that the anliquity of the losses, (to be compen-
sated by the bill,) the multiplicity of the facts, the
extended negotiations to which they gave rise, the
brief time left him to look into the merits of the
claims, and the pressure upon him of other duties,
prevenl his having examined the matter in its de-
tails. To quote his precise words :

“‘ In attempting to give the bill the careful examination it
requires, difficulties presented themselves in the outset, from
the remoteness of the period to which the claims belong, the
complicated nature of the transactions in which they originat-
ed, and the protracted negotiations to which they led between
France and the United States. The short time intervening
between the passage of the bill by Congress and the approach-
ing close of their session, as well as the pressure of other official
duties, have not permitted me to extend my examination of
the subject into its minute details. But, in the consideration
that I bave been able to give to it, I find objections of a grave
character to its provisions.” :

Now, Congress, upon full investigation, had re-
cognised the fact of the claims, the principle that
we were 10 pay them,and even the general amount—
about how much they were. What, then, was
there to ascertain, except thase very defails which
the President in effect avows that he could not in-
form himself about? - The principle and the fact of
a debt being ascertained, what was left but to can-
vass and sift the details; that is, the validity and
extent of each particular claim belonging to this
body of claims, and making up, when joined to the
rest, its gross amount ?

* Details,” then, not principles, were the impe-
diments to the President’s signing this bill—details
into which he had not looked—nay, details into
which (had there been ever so much time at his
disposal) he had no business to enter; for he is
not a judge nor 3 commissioner to pass upon the
individual rights arising under a law of the land.
“Dagails " Why, there were none in the hill}
Congress had not undertaken judicially to parcel
out to each claimant a legal award for the exact
amount due him on proof : that was 1o be left to
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 Butwhat? Ts the President in the Habit of such
strict, such rigid investigation, before he acts? Let
us see a little :

“ Whatis the main thing we are abdut, just now?"”
“ Why, to be sure, a war with Mexico.”

w} - “ And, pray, what are the grounds for that war 1" |

* Why one of them, and conspicuously nted
as such in the proclamation prepared for Gen. Tay-
LoR, that some of our citizens have just such claims
against her as these others had against France."

“ Well, who got u# into ‘this war 1"’

“ Mr. Polk, indisputably.”

“ Of course, then, he had * examined all the de-
tails’ of those claims, thus gone to war for, had he
not 7' '

“ Not at all. - How was he to do it? He had
not ‘time," A few of the claimants may have stated
their own cases to him ; but that's no evidence ;
"tis only the beginning of an inquiry. Our life on
it, as many of these French claimants have told him
their eases; and he is, he must be, just as well in-
formed as to the justice and the amount of each par-
ticular elaim for French spoliations prior to 1800 as
of those against the Mexicans.”

« In truth, it would seem so; still, he vetoes the
French claims ; and he plunges the country into an
unnecessary and most costly war with our compa-
ratively weak neighbor about the Mexican ones !
But let us proceed to his further * reasons” and
“ objections ;”’ the next that come are as follows :

““ For the satisfaction of the claims provided for, it is pro-
posed Lo appropriate five. millions of dollars, I can perceive
no legal or equitable ground upon which this large appropria-
tion can rest. A portion of the claims have been more than
half a century belore the Government; in its E xecutive or Le-
gislative Departments, and all of them had their origin ir
events which occurred prior to 1800. BSince 1803 they have
been from time to time before Congress. No greater neces-
sity or propriety exists for providing for these claims at this
time than has existed for near half a century ; during sll which
period this questionable measure has never until the preseng
L time received the favorable consideration of Congress. It is
scarcely probable, if the claim hud been regarded as obligsto.
ry upon the Government, or constituting an equitable demand
upon the Treasury, that those who were contemporaneous
with the events which gave rise to it, should not long since
have done justice to the clsimants. The Treasury has often
been in a condition to ensble the Government to do so with-
out inconvenience, if the claims had been considered just.
Mr. Jefferson, who was fully cognizant of the early dissen-
sions between the Government of the United States and
France, out of which the claims arose, in his annual message
in 1808 adverted to the large surplus then in the Treasury,
and its ¢ probable accumalstion,” and inquired whether it
should lie * unproductive in the public vaults;* and yet these
claims, though then before Congress, were not recognised or
paid.  Since that the public debt of the revolution and of the
war of 1812 has been extinguished, and atseveral periods since
the Treasury has been in powscssion of Jarge surpluses over
the demands upon it. In 1836 the surplus amounted to many
millions of dollars, and, for want of proper objects to which
ta apply it, it was directed by Congress to be deposited with
the States.”

Well: first of all, the President is alarmed at an
appropriation of five millions for a peaceful object;
an object that he does not know to be otherwise
than just; which Congress has, afier repeated in-
vestigations, decided to be so : but appropriations of
twenty or thirty millions towards a war, likely to
cost at the rate of sixty millions of dollars a year
while it lasts, and which every body, even the Pre-
sident himself, knows might have been easily avoid.
ed, startle um not in the least!

He can perceive no legal no requitable ground for
the appropriation. ‘That, however, is by no means

commissioners, a judicial function, Congress had
ouly, afler many investigations, nearly all leading to
the same result, satisfied itself that there did exist
a large and valid body of such claims; that our
Government had, upon receipt ol ample considera-
tion, placed itself under obligations to satisfy them ;
and had, with a most tardy faith, at last acknow-
ledged the debt and provided a sum o cover it,
leaving, of course, to judicial distribution the pro-
portions in which and the persons to whom the
money was 10 be paid. Does not any one see,
then, at a glance, that the Executive’s talking about
the “details "’ in a case like this—the ifems that
are 1o be admitted in favor of this or that indivi-
dual—is, in effect, little better than saying that he
will not sign any law that has details in it ?
Multitudes of claims for individual losses, or sef-
vices, or supplies furnished, come before Congress.
It examines them, in their principles, proofs,
amounts, through its Committee on Claims. If
these report favorably on them, they are usually
provided for by what are called “ private bills ;'
which that now in question really is, only em-
bracing many persons. The only differences be-
tween such cases of single persons and the present
are in favor of the latter. For, in the case of the
single person, Congress ascertains judicially the
whole matter, the amount to be paid, and leaves
nothing to the surer inquiry of a tribunal : but here
the matter was o be submitted to legal examination ;
and the claim itsell possessed this vast superiority
over ordinary private ones—that it had been origi-
nally preferred by the nation itself, acting for its
citizeri#, against a foreign Power; that the nation
had thus vouched for its reality and its ex-
tent; but had, for a very important considera-
ion, renounced the claim as against Prance, and
engaged by treaty to pay its citizens the sum
which it had been demanding on their behalf.
This claim, then, having passed through an adverse
examination much severer than any that ordinary
private ones are subjected to, is again to be revised,
as 1o payments under it, by judicial agents of some
kind or other ; so that its dignity is far higher and
its merits much better ascertained than can be those
provided for by common private bills, And now,

all this being incontestably so, will any humian being

undertake 1o tell us homw, upon his own principles,
the Presiorst has been able to sign any one pri-

vate bill of the many that he has this year appro-

ved? Did he examine sll their “details 1" Had

he “ time™ fot them ?  Certainly not; he did not
attempt, he did not desire 10 do, as to them, that
which the not having the power w0 do, as 1o this, is
alleged by him as a fatal “ objection.” Why did
he not, then, send in each instance such bills back
with a veto, informing the House in which they ori-
ginated that « he had not time 1o look into the de-

* tails of s0 many ; that the pressure of other busi

‘ ness (wars, subtreasuries, free-trade, and other
* bccupations) does not permit him to indulge in
¢ humdrum investigations, like this, of mere wrongs
* or debts 10 our own citizens ; that Congress has it-
* self not * examined the details’ of these bills, but
* left that to be done by only a few commitige-men ;

unaccountable ; since he has just assured us that
he has not been able to make himsell acquainted
with the grounds of the matter—its « details,” by
which alone the justice of each case could be learnt.
The elaims are old, and therefore worthless. But
they are yovnger than either us or Mr. Povx : and we
should unwillingly believe that either of us grows
less respectable with every added year of life ?
The remainder of the paragraph is litile else but
an argument o prove that a debt, no matter what
its justice, should not be paid, for the admirable and
moral reason that it has not been paid! 1 did
not pay you yesterday : therefore 1 ought not to
pay you to-day!” Exquisite logic! Most inge.
nious ethics !« It cannot be necessary that you
should be paid : for, lo! you have not been paid 1
Probably, then, if these poor people had been paid
forty-four years since, that would be a conclusive
reason for now paying them! Itis a bad rule,
they say, that won't work both ways. Our Gov-
ernment of the time when the treaty by which the
Government took upon itself these claims was con-
cluded did'not discharge the obligation ; and there-
fore (insists he) their successors ought not to dis-
charge it. Itis eclear, then, that, as Mr. Van Bu-
ren’s Administration left behind it some twelve or
eighteen mi lions ofyunpaid debt, Gen. Harrison's
ought not to have provided for liquidating it ; and
| clearer still that, as the Revolutionary Government
could not meet its engagements, nor Mr. Madison's
the loans of the war of 1812, all these great and old
amounts, never settled till about 1834, should have
been repudiated! For what is all such doctrine as
this but the most arrant repudiation ?
The President’s next sentence contains an asser-
tion as to fact just about as authentic as these rea-
sonings are respectable :
** During this extended course of time, embracing periods
eminently favorsble for satisfying all just demands upon the
Government, the claims embraced in this bill met with no fa-
vor in Congress, beyond ihe reports of committees, in one or
the other branch. These circumstances slone are calculated
to raise strong doubts in respect to these claims ; and especial-
ly as all information necessiry to a correct judgment concern-
ing them has boen long beforo the publie. These doubts are
strengthened in my mind by the examination | have been ena-
bled 10 give to the transaction in which they originated.”
Being as ill-informed of this whole matier as the
Executive avows that he is, he should not have
hazarded any assertion. ‘These claims have been,
with litde exception, always reported on favorably,
by the Congressional committecs to which referred.
Repeatedly, they have been so reported on unani-
mously. Nor is that all: they have several times
passed one or the other House, but then failed in
the other, either through want of time to act on
them, or by means of some of that opposition which
is so easily gotten up, under the popular name of
Economy, to defeat directly or destroy by a side
- | blow any thing of large amount.
sentence of the paragraph : the President said grave-
ly, in the outset, that the matter is a v'ery intricate
one, and required much time and labor to compre-
hend it—more than he could give; and now he
avers that “all information necessary to a correct
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prineiple, the history, any more than he has done
the details of the claims? He does; but only
enough to evade any statement, any examination.
For he next takes up and dismisses all that, as he
had done the * details’" of the bill, by saying—
*The limited time allowed me, before your sdjournment,
makes it impossible to reiterale the facts and arguments by
which, in preceding Congresses, these claims have been suc-
cessfully resistod.”

An" arbitrary line alone, a casual date, separates
these claims from a subsequent body of French spo-
liations. These later ones were paid twelve years
ago. Accruing under a less outrageous Govern-
ment, were the cases like to be better founded !
Just the contrary. Were we not on the evg of a
war about them? Certainly. , Yet were not they,
too, some thirty years old? Dates say so. But
had Congress repeatedly had favorable reports on
them? It had never looked into them. Were we
under any special pledge of faith to the claimants?
Not the least. Had the President “ examined int
all their details?” ‘The President was' General
Jackson, whose turn for laborious investigation wus
not remarkable. But, at any event, why did the
claim which he then set up and would have fought
for, stop exactly at this date of September 80th,
1800 Notoriously and avowedly because the
United States had already received complete com-
pensation, in the acquisition of Louisiana, for all
claims before 1800. Have we made this clear?

The next “ reasons’ run as follows :

“ The present is a period particulurly unfasorable for the
satisfaction of claims of so large an amount, and, to say the
least of them, of so doubtful a character. - Them is no surplus
in the Treasury, A public debt of several millions has been
oreated within the last few years. 'We are engaged in a for-
eign war, uncertain as to its duration, and involving heavy
expenditures ; to prosecute which war Congress has, at its
present session, authorized a further loan. 8o hat, in effect,
the Government, should this bill become a lav, would have
to borrow money und increase the public debt to pay these
claims." /

“ A particularly unfavorable period,” quotha?
How is that? A period when the flourishing reve-
nue system of the country can be prudently upsei—
a period when a fresh hard money experiment can
be ventured on, is surely a period when we might
pay a debt so old, so wrongfully witkheld. The
measures of the Administration are bad, indeed, if
they forbid our paying debts as sacred as this.
What next? Alas! a serigs of arguments whose
shallowness and inconsistency intimate only the
dearth of any deeper or more coheren: ones :

““ Tt is troe,” says the Message, **that, by the provisions
of the bill, psywent is directed to be made in land scrip in-
stead of money, butthe effect upon the Treamry will be the
same. Thbe public lands constitute one of the sources of pub-
lic revenue, and if these claims be paid in land scrip, it will,
from the date of the issus, to a great extent, eut off from the
Treasury the annual income from the sale of public lands;
because payments for the lands sold by the Government may
be expected to be made in scrip until it is all redeemed.
those claims be just, they ought to be paid in money, and no-
thing less valusble. ‘The bill provides that thev shall be paid
in Iand scrip, whepsby they are in effect to be a morignge
upon the public lands in the new Statcs—a mortgage, too,
held in great part, if not wholly, by non-residents of the
States in which the lands lio ; who may secure these lands to
the amount of several millions of acres, and then demand for
them exorbitant prices from ibe citizens of other States who
may desire to purchase them for settlement, or they may keep
them out of the market, and thus retard the prosperity and
growth of the States in which they are situsted. Why this
unusual mode of satisfying claimants upen the Treasury has
bsen resorted to, does notappear. It is not consistent with a
wound public policy. If it be done in this case, it may be
done in all others. Tt willform a precedent for the satisfac-
tion of all other stale and questionable cluims, and would un-
doubtedly be resorted to by all claimants who, after successive
trials, shall fail to have their clsims recognised and paid in
money by Congress.”

Did any one everhear of such reasons as these
for not paying a debt?  As if well aware that the
previous ones can have convinced nobody that the
debt ought not to be satisfied, the Message now pro-

Congress has devised as that which is easiest for
the Government, and will slowly, and, not without
a loss, eventually reimburse the claimants. The
Government—we need not say why—ecannot pay in
cash ; a loan for the purpose the President has de-
clared himself opposed to; and its property~-its
Iands, of which it has so great a dearth—he does
not choose to part with; for it occurs to him that
they might sell and the money not go into the' pub-
lic pocket! Now, is not here a foe to the Credit
System, a patron of Hard Money, that is an exam-
ple to all debtors?  Of a sudden, it strikes him that
the claims are perhaps just; and so, not having
any money, he is shocked at the thaught of paying
them in any thing but what is not to be had !
Now, really, if the claimants, so long misused, are
at last content to take land scrip, we cannot see
why the President should object, unless meaning to
give them something better. Such talk is a eruel
mockery. As to all the rest, about their becoming
* non-resident landholders in the, States,” “asking
exorbitant prices for them,” and * retarding settle-
ment by keeping them out of market,” it were to
be wished that the President had old us why this
land serip is to be used so differently from any
other? or why all others who buy or get the pub-
lic lands do not make the same dreadful use of
them ! Are you not afraid to let any public lands
be sold ? ;

In half this paragraph the President considers
the claims too real and too valuable to allow people
to get them in the inadequate shape of land, lest
they should ask exorbitant prices for it! But be-
hold, before the end, he pronounces the ¢laims,
into which he has not time to look, “stale and
questionable "
a second time “ come to judge?’ And is it thee
we have in the Presidency ? '

Ye plundered Americans, whom the flag of your
country did not save from outrage—whom its faith

the very length of your. wrongs and poverty—go!
And, no doubt, like other
things in that condition, they stink in the nostrils
of a President—who says he has not had time to
examine into them !

But, humiliated by this review, we turn away
from all further commentary on the small remain-
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ceeds to quarrel with the mode of payment which

Oh, mighty Daniel! hast thou | >

deceives—whom its Chief Magistrate insults for)

accept bis share of a fund known to be inadequate.

*¢If these claims be well founded, it'Woulid be. unjust to the
claimants to, repudiate any portion of them, and the romain-
ing sum could hereafler be resisted. T'he bill proposes to pay
theso claims not in the currency known lo the constitution,
and not to their fall amount.

** Pussod, as this bill has boen, near the close of the seasion,
and when many measures of importines hecossarily demand
the attention of Congress, and possibly without that full and
deliberate consideratlon which the largo sem it
snd the existingate of the Treasury aud of the éountry de-
mand, Fdeem it to be nty duty t6 withbold miy approval, that
it may hereafter undergo the revision of Congress. I have
come to this conclusion with regret. In interposing my ob-
Jections 1o its becoming a law, I am téuly sensible that it
should be an extreme casé Which would make it the duty of
the Execulive to withhold his approval of any bill pussed Ly
Congress upon the ground of its expediency alone. Such a
case [ consider this to be, JAMES K. POLK.”

SALE OF UNITED STATES PROPERTY.
In this moming’s Courier, Mr, George Morton, United
States agent, advertises for sale at auction, one yawl boat,
three scows, iwo stcamboats, a quantity of timber, spikes,
blasting powder, &c. purchased for und used in the work on
our harbor and piers. With great propriety the sale is to 1ake
place on the south pier—the exposed, dilapidated condition of
which is now the subject of #0 wuch remark and anxiety. A
little more than two hours expense of the Mexican war would
sulfice to complete our harbor, according to its present plan,
or ot Jeast render it secure ; but Mr. Polk sneers at itas ** the
mouth of & croek,” and says appropriations for it are uncon-
stitutional, and the money is, besides, wanted for the war.

Anpouncements of similar sales are made at the various
harbors above us. All the United States property is to be sold
off, and for the remainder of Mr. Polk's Administration it is
certain—unless the North as one man insists upon its rights—
the lives aud property of our citizens, and all the vast com-
merce of the Inkes, will be exposed to the full fury of the
storms.  As if to mock our calamitiss, light-houses will con:
tinue to be kept up, marking where ports once were, and &
 corps of highly scientific engineers will be engaged in making
& minute and accurate survey of the lakes. If harbors are un-
constitutional, by what right are thess surveys made, and what
use will they be when completed ! By denying us harbors,
the surveys became useless, us o matter of course, to both the
Government and citizens, and the constitutionsl rule that for-
bids harbors spplics with equal force to surveys. ‘The wick-
edness of denying the one is only equalled by the absurdity uf
pushing forward the other. But, 'as we have intimated above,
let the North present an unbroken front, on this and other
questions peculiarly and vitally affocting its interests, and the
evil we now have to complain of will soon be remedied.

¢ [ Buffalo Advertiser.

Mzraxcnory Casvarry.—Mr. Joux Wester Fincuand
his wife mot with a melancholy death on the 215t instant, near
Abingdon, Virginia. They were travelling, and had encamp.
ed for the night about six miles west of Abingdon, and wors
quietly reposing in their carryall, together with a nephew,
when the horse, being tethered to the wheel, took fright,
turned the wagon hottom upwards, and the two old people
were suffocated before they could be relieved. The young
man who was with them stales that they were returning from
u visit in North Caroliua to their residence near Dresden,
Weakley county, Tennessee.

HOW TO OBTAIN A VERDICT.

Baeacn or Paomiss Cass.—The case of Conrad vs.
illiams, which has been some years before the courts, was
finally disposed of last week at Ithaca, (New York,) by a ver-
diet for the defendant.  The suit was commeneed in Novem-
ber, 16842, and at the trial in F following a verdict of
$8,000 was obtained, but & new trial was ordered by the Su-
prems Court; it appearing, smong other things, that there
was such a noise and confusion in the court-house during the
charge, that the jury did not hear the Judge's intimation that
no promise had been proved. The second trial took place in
I!’abm_uly, 1845, whﬂnll'ha jury disagreed. The third and
ast trin d on » 17th instant, and occupied
the week. [t was tried before Hon. Axasa J. Pauxkn, of
&M&Mhﬂd&mmty witnesses were examined.

t the cause given to the jury on Friday evening,
they reported, at about 10 o'clock, lhjeir inability to ajgree.
They were sent out agnin for further deliberation. At five
o'clock on Saturday momning the court was summoned by the
court- house bell, and again the jury reported their insbility to
agree. (Once more they were sent out for furth iberati

. e
friend of the Washington Unidn siys will bo **the great ¢

- DEMOCRATIC uwrp- DEMOCRATIC s

FROM T i andly t;ﬁv “Jumm .-“‘.-'»‘
Tux Lasr Tusve Reeouwr,—The M‘ o
‘of the 22 of July, wi

document ™ of the free-trude purty in every portion of the
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ed to take a briel notice of it, with a view of exlibiting ity
utter sbsurlity. ‘The broad and sweeping assertion is made
in this report that the people of the country are (axed, in con-
sequence of the tarifl, from three to four times the additional
amount of the duty, and a most sigular table is prepared to
prove this fact.

The Secretary takes sixtoen of the leading items of manufac-'
ture and mption in the country, via : iron, and the ma-’
¢ nufuctures thereof ; the manufactures of tobuces, nm,!
* wool, and lenther ; coal, salt, sugar, molasses, glass, paper,
* cordage, cotton bagging, hats and caps, straw hats, bonnets,
* and braids, snd earthenwre,” amounting, in the sggregate,
to $331,198,850, and lays down the position that, upon l.ltan:
items, ““1o bring a nett revenus of §17,032,289 into the

¢ T'reasury, there was imposed by the tariff’ of 1842 a tax of
* $04,120,857 upon the people of these United States, ofl
¥ which $18,836,453 was gross revenue, and the remainder,
¢ §75,784,405, constituted the enhanced price of these pro-
¢ tected domestic articles ” The mode of pioving the abuve
extruordiuary position is this : The Bécretary takes the whole
consumption of the above named manufictures and adds there-
to the duty, assuming that the domestic article is raised in
price to preciscly’ that extent. Thus he sets down the con-
sumplion of coal at 4,817,659 tons, valued at $15,216,807,
and adds thereto the duty of $1.75 per ton, asserting that the
consumer is taxed $6,869,092 with a view of bringing into
the Treasury $130,221, the smount of duty collected on the
foreign coal brought into the eountry last year. In other words, !
the Secretary lays down the position that a ton of coal at the
Hutrisburg wharf is raised in price $1.75 by the tariff of 1842,
and that its repeal would lower the price of a ton of coal 1o
that extent. Now, is there & sune man in this borough, nti
unywhere elso throughout the length and breadth of the (.!om—l
monwealth, who will say that coal is raised one copper at this
place, or at Philadelphin, or Pittsburg, by the triff law of|
1842 The fact is, that the price of conl has decreased
throughout Pennsylvania since 1842, and we might, if wol
chose o advance abeund theories, declare that this reduction |
was owing to the passage of the tariff bill, T‘hebwhol'ourl
coul dealers show, that Wyoming anthracite coal retailed at the |
Harrisburg whaf as follows : In 1841 ut $4 ; 1842 at$3.25 ;!
1843 ut $3.25 ; 1844 at $3 ; and 1845 at $2.50. In Phila-
dolphia the reduction in prices has been in a much greater
propartion. It must be an exceedingly rich joke to our nuigh-:
bors of Pittsburg, who get their coal for about cighty cents a'
fon, 10 be told that they are paying a duty of $1.75 upon it

Aguin, in the item of cotlon wanufactares, the Secrotary
contends that the duty is to be added (o the value of the
whole 55,157,048 worth manufactured and consunied in the
country, and hence the people pay a tax of $10,487,145
in order to getinto the Treasury $3,731,005. Now, by the
report of the Secretary on commerce and pavigation, it ap-
pears that we exported last year of domestic manufacturd eot-
ton goods, numely, printed and colored cottens, white nan-
keen, twist, yarn and thread, and other manufactured goods,
the peat little amount of $4,327,928 worth ; and, if we can
export these cottons in competition with all the world, will any
man in his senses believe that the duty can be added to the
consumer on any of lhelboro-nunoduﬁdunfcmgoodl.

Aguin, in regard W iron, and the manufactures «f iron, the
Becretary asseris that the consumer is taxed some twenty-five
millions of dollars for the purpose of putting into the Treasu-
ry about three millions and a quarter.  As to what extent the
Secretary's theory may upply to these manufactores we are
unable to say precisely, but we venture the assertion that it is
as grossly erroneous as in the case of cotton goods, possibly
more so ; for we are very cerlain that the heaviest machinery
now made of iron, such as stationary and locomotive cngines,
printing machinery and hgavy castings, are cheaper at the pre-
sent time than they wete in 1841, uuder the operation of the
compromise act. i

"It this celebrated theory will apply in any case, it will ap-
ply in the following, which we put by way of exhibiting the
absurdity of the Becretary’s position. During the year 1837
there was imported into the United States upwards of four
million dollars worth of wheat. We do not know what the
duty amounted w0 on this wheat, but we presume it paid 20
per cent. under the compromise act, which yielded a revenue
to the Government of $800,000. . As there was produced and
consumed in the United States that year aboul one hundred
million busliels of wheat, wccording to the logic of the Secro-
tary of the T'reasury, the people of the United Stites were
taxed $20,000,000 to get into the Treasury this $800,000 of|
revenue. And, inasmuch as there is now a duty of 25 cents
a bushel on wheat, the people were taxed last year upwards
of $25,000,000 without giving a dJollar of revenue to the
s

About nine o’clock they reported for the third time their ina-
bility to agree. Jodge Parxen assured them that the cir-
cumstance was unfortunate ; he regretied that they had passe:]
s0 uncomfortable a night ; that he would epdeavor to have
them more comfortably provided for in future; he would re-
main in town until Monday morning to receive their virdict,
if they should be able by that time to agree ; if not, he had a
circuit to hold at Albany, sfter which, and probably in about
two weeks, he would again aitend to receive their verdict,
should they be to render it : in the mean time

sherifl would all proper care for their accommod, and

We venture the assertion that there is not a
fnrmer or breund-euter in any part of the country where free

schools have boen established who will believe this doctrine ; |!

and if the free trade party is to sustain itself upon such prin-
ciples, we apprehend its race will soon be run.

Caxana.—The foreign arrivals of passengers at Quebec

this season, up to August 15, Irulil?,&li.‘ The Pilot, on|;

1,

the authority of let from I b Earl Carn-
cart’s rocal] from the Government of Canada a thing deter-

comfort ! Another brief half hour’s deliberation enabled the
jury to report that had agreed on their verdict, which
was rendered for the t—Ithaca Chronicle.

Ax Evvemant's Dornos,—We lesin by a gentleman of
this city, who was at Lockport on Saturday, that at noon of
that day an elephant, belongiog to a erie exhibiting
there, walked out of his tent toward a spun of horses attached
to n wagon some twenty rods off. The horses took fright as the
hage beast approached them, broke loose, and ran & few rods
to the angle of a fence ; the elephant followed, capsized the
wagon and threw the horses some two rods over the fence,
One of the horses rose with several broken ribs, and managed
to escape his sssailant, which fell upon the other with his
tasks, tore out his entrails, and continued to toss him along
the fence some ten rods or more. 3

At this time the keeper, who was at dinner when the ele-
phant escaped from the tent, came up and called the animal
by name. The elephant immediately obeyed the word, and
followed the keeper to an orchard about a bundred rods off,
where he was secured by strong chuing made fast to the trunk
of a I’n::mh;m Just as our informant lefi in the after-
noon,. that the elephant had uprooted the tree to
which he was fastened, and had injured & man ; but learned no
particalars.  The rage of the elephant, it is said, was caused
by some tobacco concealed in the food that some of the by-
standers offered him. cannot be o eautions how
they trifle in such a way with an elephant.— Buffuly Com.

Worr Frour.—About a fornight age a young man named
William Juckson, in one of the back settlements, was return-
ing from the woods, where he had spent part of the day shoot-
ing When within about a mile of home he heard a

lently awaited tho sttack of the ferocious snimals. The wolves
:mmbdundmllﬂl around hum two or three times at a
distance, but seeing no chance of attack hehind, they

advanced in front.
a few feet, he levelled his gun,

When they were within
and fired the two barrels in suceession, and two of the wolves
at him, and was sa-

fell mortally wounded ; the third R
luted on the hesd with a qmningmfmum but end of

lying dead besido him awakened hix wandering seomes to the
'd“"n rHRCRpe from denth. Hinknife
he found sticking firmly to the haridla in the heart of his atest foe.
i, e peredie s e R S
o repaired Lo 1 h t
the skins nrlhrd-ﬂwnlvuq:: .
call an extrnordinary exploit.
:'nywmmm. hhu nearly recovered from his wounds, although
1o hin grave the broad sears of his t and
deadly struggle with the three wolves R
[ Bytoton ( Canada) Gazeffe.

The people of North Carolina have decided at the late
election against establishing n in that State by a

‘matlers from the wreck, having fallen into one confused mass,

on, Considering that Earl Guxr is Minister, we think
it probable that there will be a new Governor, and that a
course of policy more akin to that of Lord Soynexmas will
be pursued. The debt of the Canadas, some fourteen mil-
liooa, is a great embarrassment  The act of Congress of Au-
gust Bth allows the Canadasto send their through the
State of New York, by canal or railroad, exportation only.
Should it not have allowed the millers of Cleveland, Bluck
Rock, Rochester, Oswego, &ec. to import Cansdian grain, |
grind it, and then ship off the equivalent in @our ? Ae it
stands, it is presumed that the grinding is secured 1o the Ca-
nadian miller. Canada can now export and import beyond
sea without using the 8t. Lawrence —New York paper,

Sicxvxas a7 Hasensrows.—The Hagerstown News of
Wednesday says : * The amount of sickness that now pre
vuils in Hagerstown and its vicinity is truly . Fe.
vers of every hoe snd dye, remitient, intermittent, bilious,
typhus, congestive, and many other kinds either * too nume-

e

‘mnlutlnnnuhhwom‘ Now it

[
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| /AMERICAN INSTITUTE.

he Nineseenth Aﬂ—mo(ﬁu Association
pens on the fifth of October next, at Niblo's Gar-
i the vity of New York.
teen years huve now passed since the State
New | gave a legal W this Insti-
wite, with full power to inctease multiply our
home resources in all the ways of agriculiure, com-
merece, manufactures, and the arts. The exertions
of the past eighteon yeurs are known to the people ; but it is
formed by the volunteer patriotic devotion of the members of
the Institute, Each successive' year has proved grealer in the
sl by more
than two bundred thousand spectators during its exhibition:
‘The pride of contry gaitis now strength every year, snd that
pride is also accompanied with the pleasing (act that our coli-
furt and our wealth are incressed by it.

Our probation as o young uation has been long. Every
art has been used to blind us to our true desting.  Our litera-
turey our gendral popular press, teem with the most inviting
doctrines of free trade. Our agriculture is proised, but they
eat none of our corn, Weare advised to till the earth 1o raise
bog and hominy ; to raise cbtton, but not to spin it, vot (o
weave it, not Lo dye it, aud soon nof"lo muke a pairof pantas
loons of it. b

When General Jickson, in the height of his popularity and
power, said that ** our political system would thus pressnt the
¢ anomaly of a people stripped of the right to foster their own
* industry, snd to counteract the most selfish and destructive
¢ poliey which might be sdopted by foreign nations,” and that
**it is pripcipally as manufuctures and commorce fend o ins
* crease the value of agricullural productions, and to extend
¢ their application to the wants and comlorts of society,
* that they deserve the fosiering care of Government,” he
spoke the doctrine of the true blicans of America. The
American Institute can only try to carey them energetically
out ; and that they will do. We will see if’ we cannot make
our own hob-nailssnd rat-traps,  We think that we have seen
the last casting vole for eenturies in favor of a foreign and dead
against American home-industry. 'We shiall show, as on all for-
mor occasions in our history, from the days of Capt. Smith and
Pocahontas and of the Pilgrims of Plymouth Rock, that the
more we are endesvored to be preased agaiust our own well-
beiug, the harder is the reaction of our great spring.. We
shall, therefore, bail with double satisfaction the return of the
patriotic exhibition of the works of art, labor, genius, and per-
severing industry of our fellow-citizens. We hope that the
cattle-show will be more crowded than even before with the
mostsplendid specimens of the stoek of animals of our owncoun-
try 5 that our artists and manufecturers, farmers and garden-
ers will out-do all former eshibitions by their noble products.
Let them come : there will be two or three hundred thousand
cilizens to admire them, whether forcigners do or noty A trip
to our metropolis is always interesting, but tens of thousands
of persons prefer to make it during the Fair, that they may,
at no additional cost worth rethembering, see tens of thousands
of the beautiful, curious, and invaluable useful works of our
own countrymen, and women, t0o. *
New Yorx, Avcust 24, 1846,

“ CONSTITUTIONAL” INTERNAL IMPROVE-
MENTS. 1

Mr. Caunoux, in his Senate report on the Memphis me-
morial, states that the General Government, under the power
to ** regulate commerce,” may constitutionally improve such
rivers *¢ as have threo or more States bordering on their navi-
* gble waters, but not those whose navigable waters are em-
* braced within une, or, at farthest, two Stutes.” Thus Con-
gress has undoubted constitutional pewer to improve the Dola-
dering upon each. More o less stretching of that power will
s o g By P
and 8t Mary's rivers, and all those, cxcept the Edio, of
Bourn Canorixa, for they are in two Sigtes ; bt it will be
high trenson to the constitution to spend a cent upon the Huod-
son, the Missouri, the Illinois, the Arkansas, or the Alabams,
each being in but a single Sinte.  Here, indoed, we find the
perfection of reason, in discovering a rule by which Congress
can logally make improvements of minor streams, which sfe
comparatively valueleas, aud yet are prohibited from apply-
ing this granted power to the improvement of great nalural
chanpels of internal com:uerce and trade. [ however,
the reversal of this rule would look too much like exercising
the powers of the Government for the “* general welfare” of
the country to please men whpuvh‘mubwﬂiﬂy_l;ul.
v S

| e ——
THE COPPER REGION.

Krewexaw Poinr, Laxz Svesnion,

.|=lu.r‘|‘:.-l_‘d
Whether the copper which is so evidently | )

be disinterred in sufficient quantities, and with sufficient

to render the mining for it profitable, scems 10 me

ax yet an open question. The specimens which I have séen
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rous lo mention,” or beyond our ken, have prostrated hun-
tlreds, while the chills have done a full share of lovelling be-
side. The reader will excuse the want of editorial attention
in to-day’s paper when we tell him that no less than six or
cight of our family, as well as three of the hands in our of-
fice, have, within the past week, been prostrate with disease,
and we oursoll have received a shake that we won't get over
without *something to take.””

Twg Baw Prono Conranr.—The San Pedro, a
cighty-four gun ship, fefi Cadiz some time in the year 1815,

nd vayage.

specimens of the malter, as taken ap from the bed of
oconn, are very curious indeed, The fi ;
cannon-balls, Spanish milled dollars, and various other|

have become combined

majority of from 15,000 to 20,000.
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cover a much richer vein of
s yet, will he likely to realize
\boes ovapesis e rogs toit
one nies who
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A Lranwen Proran.—Some
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